86TH CoNGRESS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES {' Report 
Ist Session No. 900 


MINUTE MAN NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, MASS. 


Avucust 11, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole#House on the 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 


Mrs. Prost, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H.R. 5892! 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H.R. 5892) to provide for the establishment of 
Minute Man National Historical Park in Massachusetts, and for other 
purposes, having considered the same, report favorably thereon with 
an amendment and recommend that the bill as amended do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 

Page 2, lines 21 and 22, strike out the words “to acquire by 
purchase’’. 

Page 4, following line 19, add a new section to read as follows: 


Sec. 6. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated 
such sums, but not more than $8,000,000, as may be needed 
for the acquisition of lands and interests in lands and for 
development of the Minute Man National Historical Park, 
of which not more than $5,000,000 shall be used for acquisi- 
tion purposes, and, in addition thereto, such sums as may 
be needed for its administration and maintenance. 


PURPOSE 


Enactment of H.R. 5892 will authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to establish the Minute Man National Historical Park in the State of 
Massachusetts. H.R. 5892 was introduced by Representative Rogers 
of Massachusetts. An identical measure, H.R. 1932, by Representa- 
tive O’Neill was also considered by the committee. 

Under the terms of the bill the Secretary will acquire not more than 
750 acres within a described area. The park will consist of two units: 
One a stretch of properties containing about 557 acres along 4 miles 
of road in the towns of Lexineton, Lincoln, and Concord; the other 
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consisting of about 155 acres at and near the celebrated North Bridge 
in Concord. The Boston National Historic Sites Commission and the 
Department of the Interior advised the committee that these are the 
areas in which it is most feasible to preserve or recover the historic 
features and values associated with the American Revolution without 
excessive acquisition costs or undue interference with other uses that 
might be made of the land involved. 

The Department of the Interior has already accepted transfer of 
an 8-acre tract of land along the Battle Road, within the area proposed 
for designation as a national historical park, that played a significant 
part in the events of April 19, 1775. This area contains the original 
stone walls, boulders, and other features of the natural setting where 
the colonial minutemen fired on British troops retreating along the 
Lexington-Concord Road. It has been designated as the Minute Man 
National Historic Site. 

Upon the acquisition of the necessary land and establishment of the 
park by a Federal Register notice, as provided in section 2, the Secre- 
tary will administer, protect, and develop the park as a unit of the 
national park system. He will also be authorized to enter into 
cooperative agreements with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
local governments, private organizations, and individuals for the 
erection of historical tablets and markers in accordance with the act 
of August 21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666), which provides for the preservation 
of historic American sites, buildings, objects, and antiquities having 
national significance. 

The bill provides for appointment of a five-man advisory commis- 
sion. Three of the members are to be recommended by the select- 
men of the towns of Concord, Lexington, and Lincoln and one by 
the Governor of Massachusetts. The fifth will be designated by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 


NEED AND PUBLIC SUPPORTS 


The sites involved in the Minute Man National Historical Park 
embrace portions of the route that was traversed by the British at 
the outset of the Revolutionary War on April 19, 1775, and used by 
the minutemen and provincial militia to turn the British retreat into 
arout. Thisis clearly a historical setting of great national significance. 

Among the events which these sites recall were the proposed arrest 
of John Hancock and Samuel Adams, the capture of colonial military 
stores at Concord, the momentous ride of Paul Revere, and the colonial 
minutemen stirring defense. 

The preservation of these important sites has been investigated by 
the Boston National Historic Sites Commission, created by the act of 
June 16, 1955 (69 Stat. 136). This Commission, in commenting on 
the historical significance of the events which took place there, said: 


The revolution made by the ardent Samuel Adams and 
other zealous patriots in Boston and the war started at 
Lexington and Concord comprise what is, fundamentally, the 
most important combination of events in American history, 
for in the end they achieved independence and brought into 
existence a new nation. Those events which transpired on 
the 19th of April 1775, clearly and unmistakably broke the 
ground and paved the way for all that America has accom- 
plished since. 
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The Commission’s interim report, dated June 16, 1958, containing 
its recommendations, was submitted to Congress by the Secretary of 
the Interior on January 27, 1959, and has been printed as House 
Document No. 57, 86th Congress. This document contains full de- 
tails concerning the park that would be established by this legislation. 
Mr. Mark Bortman, Chairman of the Commission, in a letter of July 
16, 1959, has stated that H.R. 5892 reflects all of the essential recom- 
mendations contained in the interim report. 

The Department of the Interior has been joined by representatives 
of the governments of the towns of Concord, Lincoln, and Lexing- 
ton, various patriotic and other organizations, and many individual 
citizens in its concurrence with the recommendations of the Boston 
National Historic Sites Commission concerning the preservation of 
the Lexington-Concord Battle Road properties. The committee con- 
curs in those recommendations. 

No opposition to the enactment of H.R. 5892 was presented to the 
Subcommittee on Public Lands during open hearings on the measure. 

Prompt enactment of H.R. 5892 is necessary if key parcels of land 
are to be acquired at reasonable cost, since transformation of the road 
and its environment in the form of suburban growth and other develop- 
ment is proceeding rapidly. 

COST 


The interim report of the Boston National Historic Sites Commis- 
sion indicates that the estimated market value of the properties 
proposed for inclusion in the park is $4,838,100. Of that figure, how- 
ever, only about $503,000 would be needed to initiate the most urgent 
phase of the land acquisition program for the proposed park. ‘This 
money would permit the acquisition of about 310 acres of unimproved 
vacant parcels lying within the units considered suitable for park 
designation. 

The construction and development costs as estimated by the 
Department of the Interior amount to $2,920,000. Annual park 
operating costs are estimated by the Department at $155,000. 


DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION 


The Department of the Interior recommends the enactment of 
H.R. 5892. The Department’s report follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D.C., June 18, 1959. 
Hon. Wayne N. ASPINALL, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. AspiInaLu: Your committee has requested a report on 
H.R. 1932, a bill to provide for the establishment of Minute Man 
National Historical Park in Massachusetts, and for other purposes, 
which is identical to H.R. 5892. 

We recommend that this legislation be enacted. 

The enactment of this legislation would create a national historic 

ark embracing portions of the traditional setting along the route in 

exington, Lincoln, and Concord, Mass., that was traversed by the 
British at the outset of the Revolutionary War on April 19, 1775, and 
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used by the minutemen and provincial militia to turn their retreat into 
arout. The park is not to exceed 750 acres and is to be acquired by 
donation or purchase. 

The historic events relating directly to the British military expedi- 
tion from Boston to Concord, Mass., on April 18 and 19, 1775, are 
of paramount importance in American history. Those events include 
the proposed arrest of the patriots, John Hancock and Samuel Adams, 
the capture of colonial military stores at Concord, the momentous ride 
of Paul Revere, the stirring defense by the colonial minuteme, and 
other key happenings of the opening hostilities of the Revolutionary 
War. The national significance of these events and their importance 
in illustrating and commemorating the history of the United States 
was recognized by the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic 
Sites, Buildings, and Monuments, at its meeting on March 25-26, 
1937. This Board was created under the Historic Sites Act of August 
21, 1935 (49 Stat. 666), to advise the Secretary of the Interior on 
historic preservation and other park matters. 

The preservation of the important sites along the Lexington and 
Concord Road, between Boston and Concord, has been investigated 
by the Boston National Historic Sites Commission, created by the 
act of Congress approved June 16, 1955 (69 Stat. 136), as amended. 
This Commission, in reporting on the historical significance of these 
events, commented: 

“Almost from any reckoning or choice, then, whether it be docu- 
mentary or legendary, political or social, and literary or military, the 
19th of April 1775, looms large in the perception of history—not only 
to fill pages that sparkle in the Nation’s own honorable record, but 
also to stand before the whole world as a harbinger of progress and 
change. For on the day of Lexington and Concord, man reached an 
important milestone in the eternal struggle to control and improve 
his estate upon earth and in America, at least, a new beacon of hope 
began to shine in his favor * * *. Any plan conceived at the Federal 
level to encompass the full scope and significance of the Nation's 
history cannot overlook the beginning of the struggle that joined the 
Thirteen Colonies together and finally moved them to form the 
United States of America.” 

In concluding its recommendations on the historical importance of 
the Lexington-Concord Road, the commission stated: 

“The revolution made by the ardent Samuel Adams and other 
zealous patriots in Boston and the war started at Lexington and 
Concord comprise what is, fundamentally, the most important com- 
bination of events in American history, for in the end they achieved 
independence and brought into existence a new nation. Those events 
which transpired on the 19th of April 1775, clearly and unmistakably 
broke the ground and paved the way for all that America has accomp- 
lished since.” 

The interim report of the Boston National Historic Sites Commis- 
sion on the Lexington-Concord Battle Road was transmitted to the 
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House with Secretary 
Seaton’s letters of January 20, as provided by the act of June 16, 
1955 (69 Stat. 136). The report contains three basic recommenda- 
tions. They are (1) that certain historic landscapes and features be 
set aside for preservation and protection as a national historical park; 
(2) that a positive program be initiated that will lead to cooperative 
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agreements with local governments, societies, and other property 
owners to insure the continued preservation and interpretation of 
significant sites and structures that lie inside or outside the limits of 
the proposed Minute Man National Historical Park; and (3) establish 
a uniform system of historical markers to identify the sites and 
structures over the entire 20-mile route taken by the British on the 
eventful dates that opened the War of the American Revolution. 

As contemplated in the report and in H.R. 1932 and H.R. 5892, 
the proposed Minute Man National Historical Park would be com- 
prised of two units: One a continuous stretch of slightly more than 
4 miles of road and roadside properties in the towns of Lexington, 
Lincoln, and Concord, containing about 557 acres, and the other 
consisting of about 155 acres embracing the celebrated North Bridge 
in Concord and its adjoining area. ‘These are the areas in which the 
Commission feels it is still feasible to preserve and recover the historic 
features and values associated with the Revolutionary period in our 
country’s history. We feel that these bills adequately implement the 
recommendations of the Boston Historic Sites Commission. 

The recommendations of the Commission concerning the estab- 
lishment of a coordinated program for the preservation and apprecia- 
tion of the Lexington-Concord Battle Road properties have been 
carefully evaluated. Based on our awareness of the significance of 
these properties and the conditions on the ground, we concur in those 
recommendations. Urgent measures are needed to have historically 
significant portions of the traditional setting in which the War of the 
American Revolution had its beginning on the 18th and 19th of 
April 1775. It is important that a feasible solution to the problem 
of the preservation of this battle road be considered without delay 
as transformation of the road and its environment in the form of 
suburban growth and other developments, is proceeding at an alarm- 
ing pace. 

This Department has already accepted transfer of an 8-acre tract 
of land along the Battle Road (within the area proposed for designa- 
tion as a national historical park), that played a significant part in the 
events of April 19, 1775. This area, which contains the original stone 
walls, boulders, and other features of the natural setting where, on 
April 19, 1775, the opening day of the American Revolution, colonial 
minutemen fired on British troops retreating along the Lexington- 
Concord Road, has been designated as the Minute Man National 
Historic Site. 

The interim report of the Commission indicates that the estimated 
market value of the properties they propose for inclusion in the park 
is $4,838,100. Of that figure, however, only the amount of $503,400 
would be needed to initiate the most urgent phase of the land acquisi- 
tion program for the proposed park. This money would involve the 
acquisition of about 310 acres of unimproved vacant parcels lying 
within the units considered suitable for park designation. : 

As prescribed by the act of July 25, 1956 (70 Stat. 652), which re- 
quires that certain reports of the executive branch to the Congress 
contain information pertaining to the number of civilian officers and 
employees required to carry out additional or expanded functions, we 
have prepared and enclose herewith a statement concerning these 
matters as they apply to both H.R. 1932 and H.R. 5892. 
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The Bureau of the Budget has advised that while there is no objec- 
tion to the submission of this report to your committee, the timing of 
a recommendation for an appropriation for the land acquisitions and 
management expenses authorized by its enactment will depend upon 
the budgetary situation. 

Sincerely yours, 
Frep A. SEATON, 
Secretary of the Interior. 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, NATIONAL Park SERVICE, 
Wasuinorton, D.C. 


Statement to accompany the report of the Department of the Interior concerning 
islation relating to establishment, administration, and protection of the proposed 
Minute Man National Historical Park, Mass. 


[Estimated additional man-years of civilian employment and expenditures for the 1st 5 years] 


















































| 
Estimated additional man-years of [st year 2d year 3d year 4th year 5th year 
civilian oy. en ae) ones 
Administrative services and er 
Superintendent-. siateebes 1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 
Administrative assistant......--------- 1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 
Secretarial and clerical................- 1 1.0 2.0 2.0 | 2.0 
RE ca tckthcbcnesbaccnpsecthcsaces Ww a 3.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 
Substantive: | 
SG 56 snk debt hth seciescdulidddalootieetnsddé 1.0 1.0 1.0} 1.0 
EEE ohn he thee pitimen bp eemtonaee 1.0 2.0 1.0 | 1.0 
RT GE pci dedageccsdsuccloccgeceaptce 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 
PRO CUR S, <ciccbknhocdessscoscésns 1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 
TT  dncnenclintachountannins Ged 2 3.0 3. 0 3.0 3.0 
SMS, AS li a biccddaee 2 2.0 | 2.0 3.0 3.0 
NN ES OE LEELA LEED EE TES 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 
1.2 2.3 3.0 3.2 
1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 
4.0 | 5.3 7.4 7.7 
a 16.2 | 19.6 | 22. 4 | 22.9 
Total estimated man-years of civilian | | | 
SER na c00necnnannocneagenc= 8 | 19.2 23.6 | 26. 4 26.9 
Estimated additional expenditures: fn oe 
Personal services.......-..---.-------- $48,000 | $104,000 | $122,000 | $160, 000 $156, 000 
BD OUOE sc taitithctid deddesitedbovnsoss 250, 000 678, 000 | 1,229,000 | 2, 168, 000 yD | 2, 495, 000 











Waa ee i ak J. 298, 000 | 782, 000 | ~ 1,351, 000 | 2,328, 000 | 2, 651, 000 


COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS 


The committee amended section 2 of H.R. 5892 to delete the words 
“or acquire by purchase”. This deletion will remove any implication 
that the Secretary of the Interior may acquire properties for the park 
only by donation or through voluntary sales. It is the committee’s 
intent in making this amendment to provide authority to condemn 
under the provisions of the act of August 1, 1888. 

The committee also amended the bill by adding a new section 6. 
This section limits authorized appropriations to $8 million for land 
acquisition and development costs. Of this amount, not more than 
$5 million will be available for land acquisition. 


COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs recommends the 
enactment of H.R. 5892, as amended. 


O 





